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How to Use This Book

WELCOME TO KAPLAN GRE PREMIER 2011!

In this Quick Start Guide, we'll walk you through everything you need to know to take
advantage of the book, CD-ROM, and online companion. We'll help you prep smarter
and score higher. Kaplan GRE Premier gives you everything you need for test day. Before
we get to the book itself, take a moment to familiarize yourself with the Quick Start
Guide to help you set up your CD-ROM companion.

QUICK START GUIDE

YouR Book
Kaplan GRE Premier is packed with resources to help you get ready for test day, including:

« Targeted review of essential Verbal Reasoning, Quantitative Reasoning, and Ana-
lytical Writing concepts

* Strategies for every question type

* One full-length practice test and chapter-end practice questions with detailed
answer explanations

* Advanced-level questions to help you prep smarter

YOUR CD-ROM COMPANION
This Windows and Mac compatible resource includes section-based practice sets
consisting of:

* 10 20-question Quantitative practice sets

* 10 20-question Verbal practice sets

* 5 Analytical Writing essay prompts

+ Detailed answer explanations and sample essay responses
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SYSTEM REQUIREMENTS

The software on this CD-ROM is compatible with both Windows and Mac. You will be
able to take maximum advantage of the CD-ROM if you use it on a computer with the
following features:

WINDOWS®:
* Windows® XP, Vista, 7 or higher
* Pentium® Il 300 MHz or faster, 15 MB free hard disk space, screen resolution of at
least 1024 x 768 pixels (1280 x 1024 is highly recommended), 4x CD-ROM or higher.
MACINTOSH®:
* Macintosh® 0S 10.4.x, 10.5.x, 10.6.x or higher

* 400 MHz Power PC®, G3, G4 or faster, 15 MB free hard disk space, screen resolution

of at least 1024 x 768 pixels (1280 x 1024 is highly recommended), 4x CD-ROM
or higher.

UsiNG YOur GRE CD-ROM
WINDOWS®:

1. Insert the Practice Sets CD into your CD-ROM drive.

2. The program launches automatically.

3. To relaunch the Program, click My Computer, then your CD-ROM drive.
MACINTOSH®:

1. Insert the Practice Sets CD into your CD-ROM drive,

2. Double-click the CD-ROM icon from your desktop.

3. In the Finder window, double-click the Practice Sets for GRE icon.

YOUR ONLINE ComPANION

* 5 practice tests
* Access to a GRE Live Online event

GETTING STARTED

1. Register your online com
and more,

2. Sign up for a Live Onlin

3. Build your study plan.

4. Practice, Practice, practicet - ... |

ani . .
Panion for extra Practice, Live Online classroom events
I

e classroom event.

GRE
How to Use This Book

REGISTER YOUR ONLINE COMPANION

Register your online companion using these simple steps:

1. Your serial number can be found in the CD sleeve at the back of this book.

2. Go to Kaptest.com/GREbooksonline.

3. Enter your serial number. Make sure to enter it exactly as it appears inside the CD
sleeve at the back of the book. Example: 74NDA-WU35W-ZHWSL-SJSET-9TDXE

Access to the online companion is limited to the original owner of this book and is
nontransferable. Kaplan is not responsible for providing access to the online companion
for customers who purchase or borrow used copies of this book. Access to the online
companion expires one year after you register.

GET A MOBILE VERSION OF THIS BooK!
Sign up for your online companion and learn how to get a mobile version of this book!

After you register for your online companion and set up a Kaplan ID and password,
you will receive an email explaining how to get a mobile version of the Kaplan New
GRE Premier.

SIGN UP FOR A LIVE ONLINE CLASSROOM EVENT

Kaplan’s GRE Live Online sessions are interactive, instructor-led GRE prep lessons that
can be accessed from anywhere you can go online. Live Online sessions are held in
a state-of-the-art virtual classroom—actual lessons in real time, just like a physical
classroom experience.

For more information on Live Online registration, please check your online companion.

Please note: Registration begins one month before the session date. Be sure to sign-up
early, since spaces are reserved on a first-come, first-served basis.

HOW TO USE THIS BOOK

Now that you've gotten your online companion set up, you can dive into the book
itself! More people get into graduate school with a Kaplan course than via any other
major test prep company. The techniques and approaches from Kaplan’s classroom
and tutoring programs are distilled in this book in a clear, easy-to-grasp format. Here’s
the plan to get you started!

xi
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1. IDENTIFY YOUR STRENGTHS AND OPPORTUNITIES

Take the practice test at the end of this book, and then evaluate your test results. To
evaluate your result, first look at the summary of your performance at the end of the
test to get a sense of:

* The number of questions you got right, wrong, skipped, or didn't answer—overall
and by section.

* How long it took you to answer each question.

* How much you changed your mind.

Next, read the answer explanations for each question. Make a list of your personal
strengths and opportunities by identifying whether or not:

* You know and understand the concepts being tested.

* You find certain GRE question types especially challenging.
* You are answering questions quickly enough.

Divide that preparation time in half. Start with the key concepts and GRE question
types you need to focus on, Go through the lessons in this book, take the practice

) entify areas for closer study
and practice. Schedule time to study, review, and practice each GRE skill and Kaplan
of each section and not on

timing. Add timing through section and test practice as you improve fundamental

er, Kaplan GRE Premier is designed to meet your individua| needs. Use the
-ROM, and

Panion when and how they work best for ou. It ha
all the tools you'll need to conquer the GRE on test day! g i
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CHAPTER 1

Introduction to the GRE

This book will explain more than just a few basic strategies. It will prepare you for
practically everything that you are likely to encounter on the GRE. This may sound
too good to be true, but we mean it. We are able to do this because we don't explain
questions in isolation or focus on particular problems. Instead, we explain the under-
lying principles behind all of the questions on the GRE. We give you the big picture.

UNDERSTANDING THE GRE

Let’s take a look at how the GRE is constructed. The GRE, or Graduate Record Examina-
tion, is a computer-based exam required by many graduate schools for admission to a
wide variety of programs at the graduate level. You need to know firsthand the way this
test is put together if you want to take it apart. In this section, you will learn about the
purpose for the test and ways you can learn to be successful on the GRE. For the latest,
up-to-the-minute news about the GRE, visit Kaplan’s website at kaplanGRE.com/newGRE.

THE PURPOSES OF THE GRE

The GRE is designed to assess readiness for a wide variety of graduate programs. The
ways in which graduate schools use GRE scores vary. Scores are often required as part
of the application packet for entrance into a program, but they also can be used to
grant fellowships or financial aid. Each section of the GRE is designed to assess general
skills necessary for graduate school. Some of these skills include the ability to read
comptex infarmatmnal text-and-understand high-level vocabulary words in the Verbal

Ahe ability to respond to: anissue in written:form in the Analytical

' sm?mmzww mmkmaﬁsmaﬂc&i concepts to a variety
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of problem types in the Quantitative Reasoning section. Graduate school admissions
officers often view the GRE score as an important indicator of readiness for graduate-
level studies. in addition, graduate school admissions officers are comparing hundreds
or even thousands of applications, and having a quantitative factor, such as a GRE
score, makes the job of comparing so many applicants much easier, J;ist by having this
book and making a commitment to yourself to be as well prepared as possible for this
exam, you've already taken the crucial first step toward making your graduate school

application as compedﬁveas possible

L

B
I S

THE SeCRET CoDE

Doing well on the GRE requires breaking down the “secret code” upon which each
and every test is constructed. Like all of the tests created by the Educational Testing
Service (ETS), the GRE is based on psychometrics, the science concerned with Creating
*standardized" tests. For a test to be standardized, it must successfully do three things
First, the test must be reliable. In other words, a test taker who takes the GRE should.
get approximately ;he same score ifh_e or she takes a second GRE (@assuming, of course

very poorly, but the great majority will score soméwhere in the middle,

recognize and avoid them
break the code,

ACQUIRE THE SKiLLs
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were born acing the GRE. No one is. That's because these tests do not measure innate
skills; they measure acquired skills. People who are good at standardized tests are
simply people who've already acquired these skills, maybe in math class, or by reading
a lot, or by studying logic in college, or perhaps the easiest way—in one of Kaplan’s
GRE courses. But they have, perhaps without realizing it, acquired the skills that spell
success on tests like the GRE. And if you haven't, you have nothing whatsoever to feel
bad about. It's time to acquire them now.

SAME PROBLEMS—BUT DIFFERENT

As we noted, the test makers use some of the same problems on every GRE. We know
it sounds incredible, but it’s true—only the words and numbers change. They test the
same principles over and over. Here’s an example.

Quantity A Quantity B
2x* = 32
X 4

This is a type of math problem known as a Quantitative Comparison. (Look familiar? It
might, if you've taken the SAT. This question type used to appear on the SAT, aithough
ETS decided to drop this question type from the SAT starting in 2005.) Your job is to
examine the relationship and pick (A) if the term in Column A is bigger, (B) if the term
in Column B is bigger, (C) if they’re equal, or (D) if not enough information is given to
solve the problem.

Most people answer (C), that the quantities are equal. They divide both sides of the
centered equation by 2 and then take the square root of both sides to get x = 4. Wrong.
x doesn't have to be 4. it could be 4 or —4. Both work, so the answer is (D) because
the answer cannot be determined from the information given. If you just solve for 4,
you'll get this problem—and every one like it—wrong. ETS figures that if you get
burned here, you'll get burned again next time. Only next time, it won’t be 2x? = 32;

it will be y2 = 36 or s* = 81.

The concepts tested on any particular GRE—right triangles, simple logic, word relation-
ships, and so forth—are the underlying concepts at the heart of every GRE. ETS makes
changes only after testing them exhaustively. This process is called norming, which
means taking a normal test and a changed test and administering them to a random
group of studénts. As long as the group Is large enough for the purposes of statisti-
cal validity and the students get consistént scores from one test to the next, then the
revised test is just as valid and consistent as any other GRE.
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That may sound technical, but norming is actually quite an easy process. We do it at
Kaplan all the time—for the tests that we write for our students. The test at the back
of this book, for instance, is a normed exam. While the interactive, computer-based
test experience of the GRE is impossible to reproduce on paper, the paper-based test
in our book is a normed exam that will produce an equivalent score

.

HOW THE GRE IS ORGANIZED

The Graduate Record Examination (GRE) is administered on computer and is approxi-

mately 3 hours and 45 minutes long. The exam consists of six sections, with different
amounts of time allotted for you to complete each section,

Basics of the GRE
Exam Length 3 hours, 45 minutes
Scoring Scale

130-170 (1 point increments) for V.
erbal and Quantitative:
0-6 for Analytical Writing uaniative

Format i
Ailucljtl-stage test' (MST), a computer based format that allows
stu _ents to navigate forward ang backward within e h
section of the test *
Number of Test Sections

6 sectione ¢ - .
Cctions, including an €Xperimental or research section

One section with two 30
. analyze an argument

Verbal Reasoning Two 30-minute s

ections with approxima
itati . tely 20 question
Quantitative Reasoning | Two 35-minute sections with a q s each

Pproxim i
On-screen calculator available i #1€lY 20 questions each;

Analytical Writing
-Mminute tasks: analyze an issue, and

3
1
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Lastly, in lieu of an experimental section, your test could contain a research section.
This section is unscored, and will be indicated as such. If you have a research section
on the test, it will be the last section. Pay careful attention to the directions at the
beginning of the section.

SCORING

The Analytical Writing section is scored on a scale of 0-6 in half-point increments. (See
Chapter 15, “Introduction to Analytical Writing,” for details on this scoring rubric.) The
Verbal Reasoning and Quantitative Reasoning sections each yield a scaled score within
a range of 130 to 170 in one-point increments. You cannot score higher than 170 for
either the Verbal Reasoning or the Quantitative Reasoning sections, no matter how
hard you try. Similarly, it's impossible to score lower than 130 for Verbal Reasoning or
Quantitative Reasoning.

But you don'’t receive only scaled scores; you will also receive a percentile rank, which
will rate your performance relative to that of a large sample population of other GRE
takers. Percentile scores tell graduate schools just what your scaled scores are worth.
For instance, even if everyone got very high scaled scores, universities would still be
able to differentiate candidates by their percentile scores.

The relative frequency of high scaled scores means that universities pay great attention
to percentile rank. It's important that you do some real research into the programs
you're thinking about. Admissions officers from some top graduate school programs
consider the GRE the most important factor for graduate school admissions. Many
schools have cut-off scores below which they don't even consider applicants. But be
careful! If a school tells you they look for applicants scoring an average of 150 per
section, that doesn’t mean those scores are good enough for immediate acceptance.
Some students will be accepted with scores slightly below that average, and some stu-
dents may be denied admission even with scores that are slightly higher. Consider the
score of 150 per section as a target score, but also be sure the rest of your application
is strong. You owe it to yourself to find out what kinds of scores impress the schools
you're interested in and work hard until you get those scores. You can definitely get
there if you want to and if you work hard enough. We see it every day.

Another thing to keep in mind is that historically, student scores drop after a test revi-
sion. When the GRE last made updates in 2002, median scores dropped seven points
and continued to decline for the next five years. Over time, test takers will get better
at the new format, but expect that your old scores and new scores may not compare.
That’s another reason why your percentile rank is so important!



Part One: Getting Started
Chapter 1

Afinal note about percentile rank: the sample population that you are compared against
to determine your percentile is not the group of people who take the test on the same
day as you do. ETS doesn’t want to penalize an unlucky candidate who takes the GRE
on a date when everyone else happens to be a rocket scientist. So they compare your
performance with that of a random three-year population of recent GRE test takers.
Don't worry about how other people do—strive for your best score. We often tell our
students, “Your only competition in this classroom is yourself”

CANCELLATION AND MULTIPLE SCORES POLICY

Unlike many things in life, the GRE allows you a second chance. If at the end of the test,
you feel that you've definitely not done as well as you could have, you have the option
to cancel your score. The trick is that you must decide whether you want to keep your
scores before the computer shows them to you. If you cancel, your scores will be disre-
garded. (You also won't get to see them.) Canceling a score means that it won't count;
however, it will appear on your score report as a canceled test.

Two legitimate reasons to cancel your score are iliness and personal circumstances that
may have caused you to perform unusually poorly on that particular day.

But keep in mind that test takers historically underestimate their performance, espe-
cially immediately following the test. They tend to forget about all of the thin'gs that
went right and focus on everything that went wrong. So unless your performance has
been terribly marred by unforeseen circumstances, dont cancel your test. If you do
cancel, your future score reports will indicate that you've canceled a previous score,
red, your score will never appear on any sub-

Sequent score report. However, a canceled score can be a red flag to the admissions
team, so only cancel if you absolutely must do so.

If you take more than one test without canceling,
on each score report, so the graduate schools wil
reports are sent to schools within 10-15 days after

istrations will be listed (and usable) in your ETS
schools will consider the hi

tion, although there are 3 few

then all the scores will show up
| see them all. Requested score
the exam. All GRE testing admin-

Bulletin, This booklet contains

o recelvs the " : al testing cancellation policies, and more, Yoy
book Testing Service at (609) 771-7670 or

%
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The computer-based GRE General Test is offered year-round. To register for and sched-
ule your GRE, use one of the following options. (If you live outside the United States,
Canada, American Samoa, Guam, the U.S. Virgin Islands, or Puerto Rico, visit gre.org
for instructions on how to register.)

Register Online

You can register online (if you are paying with a credit card) at gre.org. Once the
registration process is complete, you can print out your voucher immediately (and can
reprint it if it is lost).

Register by Phone

Call 1-800-GRE-CALL or 1-800-529-3590 (TTY). A confirmation number, reporting time,
and test center location will be given to you when you call. Registering earlier is strongly
recommended because spaces often fill quickly. Payments can be made with a Visa,
MasterCard, or American Express card.

Register by Mail

Complete the Authorization Voucher Request Form found in the GRE Registration Bul-
letin. Mail the fee and signed voucher request form in the envelope provided to the
address printed on the voucher.

ETS advises that you allow up to four weeks for processing before you receive your
voucher in the mail. When you receive your voucher, call to schedule an appointment.
Vouchers are valid for one year from the date of issue. When you register, make sure
you list a first- and second-choice test center. If you register online, you can confirm
test center availability in real time.

GRE CHECKLIST
Before the Test

+ Choose a test date.
* Register online at gre.org, by phone at 1-800-GRE-CALL, or by mail.
+ Receive your admission voucher in the mail or online.
» Check out your test center.
° Know the kind of workstation you'll be using and whether the room is likely
to be hot or cold.
° Know the directions to the building and room where you'll be tested.
+ Create a test-prep calendar to ensure that you're ready by the day of the test.
o If you skipped it, go back and read “How to Use This Book.”
o On a calendar, block out the weeks you have to prepare for the test.

° Based on your strengths and weaknesses, establish a detailed plan of study
and select appropriate lessons and practice. (Don't forget to include some
days offl) ’
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» Stick to the plan; as with any practice, little is gained if it isn't methodical.
Skills can’t be “crammed” in the last minutes.

* Re-evaluate your strengths and weaknesses from time to time and revise your
plan accordingly.

The Day of the Test
* Make sure you have your GRE admission voucher and acceptable ID.
* Leave yourself plenty of time to arrive at the test site stress-free.
* Arrive at the test site at least 30 minutes early for the check-in procedures.
* Don't stress; you're going to do great!

GRE SUBJECT TESTS

Subject Tests are designed to test the fundamental knowledge that is most important
for successful graduate study in a particular subject area. To do well on a GRE Subject
Test, you must have an extensive background in the particular subject area—the sort
of background you would be expected to have if you majored in the subject. Subject
Tests enable admissions officers to compare students from different colleges with dif-
ferent standards and curricula, Not every graduate school or program requires Subject
Tests, so check admissions requirements at those schools in which you're interested.

OnsAmzmon, SCORING, AND TEST DATES

All Subject Tests are administered in paper-
of multiple-choice questions that are design
subject that are included in the typical und

and-pencil format and consist exclusively

ed to assess knowledge of the areas of the
ergraduate curriculum.
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Subjects

Currently, eight Subject Tests are offered. A list of them follows, along with a brief
description of each.

Biochemistry, Cell, and Molecular Biology

This test consists of 175 questions and is divided among three subscore areas: bio-
chemistry, cell biology, and molecular biology and genetics.

Biology
This test consists of about 200 questions divided among three subscore areas: cellular
and molecular biology, organismal biology, and ecology and evolution.

Chemistry
This test consists of about 130 questions. There are no subscores, and the questions
cover the following topics: analytical chemistry, inorganic chemistry, organic chemistry,
and physical chemistry.

Computer Science

This test consists of approximately 70 questions. There are no subscores, and the
questions cover the following topics: software systems and methodology; computer
organization and architecture; theory and mathematical background; and other, more
advanced topics, such as numerical analysis; graphics; and artificial intelligence.

Literature in English

This test consists of 230 questions on literature in the English language. There are two
basic types of questions: factual questions that test the student’s knowledge of writers
typically covered in the undergraduate curriculum and interpretive questions that test
the student’s ability to read various types of literature critically.

Mathematics

This test consists of 66 questions on the content of various undergraduate courses in
mathematics. Most of the test assesses the student’s knowledge of calculus, abstract
algebra, linear algebra, and real analysis. About one quarter of the test, however,
requires knowledge in other areas of math.

Physics

This test consists of 100 questions covering mostly material from the first three years of
undergraduate physics. Topics include classical mechanics, electromagnetism, atomic
physics, optics and wave phenomena, quantum mechanics, thermodynamics and sta-
tistical mechanics, special relativity, and laboratory methods. About 9 percent of the
test covers advanced topics, such as nuclear and particle physics, condensed matter
physics, and astrophysics.

11
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Psychology

This test consists of 210 questions drawn from courses most commonly included in
the undergraduate curriculum. Questions fall into three categories. The experimental
or natural science-oriented category includes questions in learning, cognitive psychol-
0gy, sensation and perception, ethology and comparative psychology, and physiologi-
cal psychology. The social or social science-oriented category includes questions in
abnormal psychology, developmental psychology, social psychology, and personality.
Together, these make up about 85 percent of the test, and each of the two categories
?roy{des lts own subscore. The other 15 percent or so of the questions fall under the
general” categgr)l, which includes the history of psychology, tests and meésurements
research design and statistics, and applied psychology. '

F‘?F,"P9T$ igfotm?tiqnf you should consult ETS's Subject Test section at gre.org. You
can é'so visit the Kaplan website (kaptest.com) for a more detailed description of each
Subject Test and some free sample questions.

CHAPTER 2

MST Test Mechanics

The MST, or multi-stage test, introduced in fall of 2011, differs in some critical ways
from the older tests, and we at Kaplan have some useful insights into why the GRE has
been revised. Firstly, the GRE may have been structured to look more like the GMAT,
the test for entry into business school, because the skills tested are so similar. The
revised GRE contains more high level reasoning skills, similar question types, including
critical reasoning and argumentation questions, and data inference questions drawn
from tables and graphs. Secondly, the GRE scoring scale did not match well with
percentile scores. The new scoring scale is designed to align the scaled scores with

percentile scores.

The content and scoring scale aren’t the only things ETS tweaked for the revised GRE.
The old GRE featured a CAT (Computer-Adaptive Test) that varied the difficulty of the
question based upon how you answered the preceding one (the computer adapted
to your answers). Its big disadvantage was that you couldn’t go back to change your
answer. Not so with the revised GRE. You'll be able to move about freely within the
section of the test you're currently working on, and you can mark questions you are
unsure of and return to them when you have time. This will more closely approximate
the experience of a traditional exam. The whole idea is to make the process much
friendlier and more natural, and also less unpleasant (to the extent that that's possible

for a standardized test!).
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MST MECHANICS

The biggest changes to the structure of the test are mechanical in nature. Let’s start
with them. A MST, or multi-stage test, is a computer-based test that you take at a
special test center at a time you schedule. You're probably already at least a little bit
familiar with the old test design, the CAT. Below is a chart that highlights some of the
key differences between the old and new GRE test design:

CAT (old) MST (new)

The test adapts one question at a time The test adapts one section at a time

You cannot change your answer, or go back
to a previous question

You can return to previous questions within
a section

You ar
e not allowed a calculator An on-screen calculator is provided for the

Quantitative Reasoning sections

No M i
ark or Review buttons Mark & Review buttons are available

Scored on a scale from 200-800

Scored on a scale from 130-170
About 3 hours

About 3 hours, 45 minutes

A C{\T “adapts” to your performance, makin
traditional Paper-and-pencil tests you've pro
test with a CAT design, instead of havi

’ ving a predetermin i i i
and hard questions, the computer selects questi e o o medium,
doing. The first question may be of mediy

g the old GRE quite different from the
bably taken all your academic life. On a

.m difficulty. If you get it right, the second
I.t wrong, the second will be more basic. If
will get harder and harder. If you make some

giving you easier problems, but if you answer them

correctly, it will go back to the hard ones

a question, i
» it became part of your score, for better or worse
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a question for review, and come back to it later when you know you've answered at
least a few other questions correctly and you have regained the confidence to tackle
the passage. Questions that you have “marked” will appear with check marks next to
them. At any point during the section, you will have the option to look at the review
screen for that section and see how many questions you have left. It also helps you
to budget your time. If you see that you're almost halfway through your allotted time,
but have answered only a few questions, you'll know to pick up the pace!

SECTION MANAGEMENT TECHNIQUES

At first, you will get a lot of mileage from the standard strategy of approaching ques-
tions based on their level of difficulty. It won’t be spelled out for you explicitly, but as
you progress through the questions, you should have a good idea of how you're doing.
If you've practiced a lot on the questions in this book and used other test preparation
materials to study, it will be even easier to gain a pretty clear sense of the difficulty
level of your questions and to eliminate answer choices accordingly.

Try as best you can to approach the exam as you would a paper-based one. After all,
that is the idea of the MST. It should feel more comfortable and familiar, given that
you can move about freely within a section. Use this to your advantage. If a question
looks too daunting, you can skip it and come back to it. You can also use the Mark but-
ton to indicate to yourself that you should come back and review your answer, if you
have time at the end of that section. You can do this whether or not you've answered
the question. This way, you can better organize your time by keeping track of which
questions you are done with, and which ones need a second look.

Finally, the timer in the corner can work to your advantage, but if you find yourself
looking at it so frequently that it becomes a distraction, you should turn it off for 10
or 15 minutes and try to refocus your attention on the test. You may be concerned
about losing track of time, but if you are so distracted by it that you can't get through
the questions, it will be just as damaging to your score as will running out of time.
As with a traditional, paper-and-pencil test, you don’t want to get hung up on clock
management.

NAVIGATING THE GRE MST: COMPUTER BASICS

Let's preview the primary computer functions that you will use to move around on
the MST. ETS calls them “testing tools.” They're basically tabs that you can click with
your mouse to navigate through the section. The following screen is typical for a

multi-stage test.

1t
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Directions: Choose the word or set of words for each blank that best fits the meaning
of the sentence as a whole.

1. The task was challenging, but not

tl'1e instructor was confident her students would
rise to the occasion.

impermeable

insuperable

implacable
invulnerable
facile

Click to select your choice

Here's what the various buttons do:

The Time Button (not pictured)

Clicking on this button turns the ti
you have five minutes left in 3 secti

hours and minutes to hours, minutes, and seconds

The Quit Test Button (not pictured)

Hitting this button ends the test Prematurely, Do
all of your scores canceled and date

The Exit Section Button

2

Part One: Getting Started
MST Test Mechanics

Mark Button
This button allows you to ‘mark’ a question for review later. The question will have a
check mark next to it in the review section.

The Help Button
This button leads to directions and assistance from the tutorial. But beware: the test
clock won't pause just because you click on Help.

The Back Button
This button allows you to return to previous questions within the section. Note that
this allows you to go back to questions only in the section you're currently working on.

The Next Button
Hit this when you want to move on to the next question. You cannot proceed until
you have hit this button.

Calculator (not pictured; Quantitative Reasoning section only)

This button opens the on-screen calculator for you on Quantitative Reasoning sections.
It's a pretty basic calculator, and the questions are more conceptual in nature, but it
still should help you to avoid basic computational errors. Note that you can click on
the “Transfer Display” button in the calculator to transfer your answer into a numeric
entry box.

MST: THE UPSIDE

There are many good things about the MST, such as the following:

* You are given more time to answer each question than test takers were given on
the old paper-and-pencil exam.

« There will be only a few other test takers in the room with you—it won't be like
taking it in one of those massive lecture halls with distractions everywhere.

« You get a one minute break between each section. The break is optional, but you
should always use it to relax and stretch.

» You can sign up for the GRE just two days before the test (though we recommend
signing up much earlier!), and registration is very easy.

« The MST is convenient to schedule. It's offered at more than 175 centers three to
five days a week (depending on the center) all year long.

« You don't have to take it on the same day as a Subject Test, so you can avoid fatigue.

« Perhaps the MST's best feature is that it gives you your unofficial Verbal Reasoning
and Quantitative Reasoning scores immediately.

17
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MST: THE DOWNSIDE

There are also some less attractive features about the MST:

* The MST is a long test requiring lots of endurance.

* As with any computer-based test, you can't cross off an answer choice to use the

prosess of elimination. Use your scratch Paper to avoid reconsidering choices
you've already eliminated.

* You may need to scroll down to see i
graphs or Reading Comprehens;
which may feel somewhat overwhelming. IO pessages

* You'll be given scratch Paper to make note
need more, you'll have to turn inthe scra
obtaining new paper.

* Many people find that com
after three hours,

s or perform calculations, but if you
tch paper that you've already used before

puter screens tire them and cause eyestrain—especially

* Whenever a test changes—a

nd we at K -
SAT and LSAT—scores tend 1 aplan have seen this in rec

0 drop for the fi ent years for the

Ist several years unti| students adapt

Part One: Getting Started
MST Test Mechanics

+ Make good use of the new Mark and Review buttons; you can use these to effec-
tively manage your time. You're no longer obliged to answer the question that'’s
presented to you. You can mark it for review and come back to it later. This isn’t
the only way to use the buttons, though. If you're only 50% sure about an answer,
you can mark it as a note to yourself to come back to it later. This way, you can
indicate which questions might need a second look.

+ The MST does not have an easily predictable order for the difficulty of its questions.
Always be on the lookout for traps! It's just like the SAT you took in high school;
if an answer looks too good to be true, it very well could be.

» Guess intelligently and strategically—eliminate any obviously wrong answer
choices and guess among those remaining.

« Sometimes it's necessary to give up on a tough, time-consuming question. It's
difficult to do, but let it go and move on to the next question. That’s how you
score points on the GRE. Don’t agonize over one question that’s chewing up pre-

cious minutes.

PAPER-AND-PENCIL STRATEGIES

If you are located outside of the United States, Canada, American Samoa, Guam, the
U.S. Virgin Islands, or Puerto Rico, you will take the paper-and-pencil version of the GRE
test (check gre.org for test dates). it is comprised of six sections: two Analytical Writ-
ing sections, two Verbal Reasoning sections, and two Quantitative Reasoning sections.
There is no experimental or research section on the paper-based GRE.

Note that registration for the paper-and-pencil test fills up much more quickly than for
the MST. You will need to plan ahead to register in advance of the test.

You have approximately 3 hours and 30 minutes to complete the entire test. The test-
taking strategies for the paper-based test are different from those for the MST. One
strategy we recommend is to keep track of your answers—particularly ones you've
eliminated—by crossing out wrong answer choices. This will also help you grid your
answers more accurately. You can also say the question number and answer choice
(silently, of course) to yourself as you grid, to help make sure you're gridding carefully.
Here are some targeted strategies for each section of the paper-based GRE.

ANALYTICAL WRITING

For the Analytical Writing section, if you are not using a transcriber, you will have to
handwrite your essay, so we suggest you write clearly and legibly. For more tips and
strategies for conquering the Analytical Writing section, refer to Chapter 15.

19
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VERBAL REASONING SECTION

Before you start a Verbal Reasoning section, glance over it completely, but quickly, to
famillarize yourself with it. With Reading Comprehension, you can preview question
stems to help guide your reading, but don't try to memorize them or answer the ques-
tions without reading the passages. We recommend that you answer the questions
you're most comfortable with first. Make sure you set aside about 15 minutes in each
Verbal Reasoning section for Reading Comprehension.

as many questions as you are capable of answering correctly.

The Verbal Reasoning sections for the paper-

more than each section on the MST. The new question types, Text Completion and
Sentence Equivalence, and the new question format, One-or-More, will be on the

Paper-and-pencil test, The question format that requires you to highlight a sentence,
Select—in-Passage, will not be available,

and-pencil test have 25 questions, five
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CHAPTER 3

Introduction to
Verbal Reasoning

OVERVIEW

The Verbal Reasoning section of the GRE is designed to emphasize complex reasoning
skills and your ability to analyze the relationships between words and sentences as they
are used in context. Vocabulary will be tested contextually, and the reading passages
are both dense and written with a sophisticated level of diction. The goal of the test’s
content and emphasis upon analytical skills is to make the test an accurate indicator
of your ability to understand what you're reading and apply reasoning skills to the
various question types. These skills will translate directly to study at the graduate level.

In this section of the book, we'll take you through all the types of Verbal Reasoning
questions you'll see on the GRE and give you the strategies you need to answer them
quickly and correctly. Also, many of the vocabulary words you'll encounter on the test
are included in Appendixés A-C in the “GRE Resources” section at the back of this
book. Think of the glossary and word lists there as building blocks for the questions
you will see on the test.
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VERBAL REASONING QUESTION TYPES

The GRE contains two Verbal Reasoning sections with approximately 20 questions

each. Each section will last 30 minutes
and be composed of a selectio
ing question types: "ot he follow

* Text Completion
* Reading Comprehension
* Sentence Equivalence

The Verbal Reasoning portion of the GR

your facility with understanding and ana
ates your ability to

E c.lraws heavily upon your vocabulary and
lyzing written material, Specifically, it evalu-

* analyze sentences and paragraphs.
* derive a word's meaning based upon jts context,
* detect relationships among words

* understand the logic of sentences a
* draw inferences.

nd paragraphs.

' . . .
ecognize major, minor, and irrelevant points
* Summarize ideas, |

understand Passage structure,
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Text Sentence Reading
Completion Equivalence Comprehension
Number of Questions approx. 6 approx. 4 approx. 10
Time per Question 1 to 1.5 minutes, 1 minute 1-3 minutes, depending
depending on on the length, to read the
the number of passage and 1 minute to
blanks answer each question

Try to keep these time estimates in mind as you prepare for the test. If you use them as
you work on the practice items, you will be comfortable keeping to the same amounts
of time on test day. Additionally, you will be prepared to use the Mark and Review
buttons to your advantage while taking the actual test.

NAVIGATING THE VERBAL FOUNDATIONS AND
CONTENT REVIEW SECTION

The chapterimmediately following this one, Verbal Foundations and Content, will review
the classic verbal concepts and topics that you may encounter on the GRE. This section
of the book also includes individual chapters on Text Completion, Sentence Equiva-
lence, and Reading Comprehension questions. Each chapter includes an introduction
and definition of the relevant question types, followed by a review and examples of
the strategies to follow to answer those questions quickly and correctly. In addition,
you'll find a practice set with answers and explanations for each of the question types
you'll encounter on the GRE.

Finally, at the end of this section, you'll find the Verbal Reasoning Practice Sets, two sets
of 60 Verbal Reasoning questions along with answers and explanations. Use the Verbal
Reasoning Practice Sets to test your skills and pinpoint areas for more focused study.
When you are finished with this section of the book, you should be thoroughly prepared
for any question you might encounter on the Verbal Reasoning section of the GRE.

25
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Verbal Foundations and
Content Review

INTRODUCTION TO VERBAL FOUNDATIONS AND
CONTENT REVIEW

The GRE tests your mastery of sophisticated language and a wide range of comprehen-
sion skills. These concepts include the following:

» Vocabulary Concepts » Reading Comprehension Strategies
o Basics of Vocabulary Building o Read the First Third of the Passage
o Word Groups o Determine the Topic, Scope, and
o Use Your Thesaurus Author’s Purpose
o Greek and Latin Roots > Read Strategically

Q

Words in Context

1]

Parts of Speech
The Test Maker’s Favorite Words

L]

This chapter will cover all these vocabulary concepts as well as specific Reading
Comprehension strategies to conquer any questions you might have pertaining to
each concept. .~ o
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ﬂ'IE KAPLAN APPROACH TO VOCABULARY CONCEPTS

The vocabulary words found on the GRE are usually members of a very particular
class of prefixed and suffixed words that typically are derived from Latin or Greek.
You probably remember from middle school English that prefixes and suffixes are
attached to the stem of a word to change its meaning. For instance, contraindicate,
a verb meaning “to give an indication against,” is a great GRE word. So is contradict,
another verb meaning;"to assert the contrary.” Recagnizing the prefix contra, meaning
“against,” In one of these words can help you tolfigure out other words with the same
prefix (contravene, contraband, contraceptive, etc.). A solid knowledgé of prefixes and
suffixes will help you derive the meaning of thousandsiof words you're not familiar
with, especially when they're used in context. =~

The GRE words used in context in this vocabulary section will appear in boldface. One
of the points of emphasis of the GRE is understanding words in context. This means
that the questions will have a more conceptual bent to them, and you'll be able to
deduce answers from contextual clues. So if you see a word in this book—or anywhere
in your reading—that’s unfamiliar, take a moment to make a note of it. A good practice
for acquiring vocabulary is to keep a vocabulary journal of unfamiliar terms and then
practice using them so as to integrate them into your own working vocabulary.

BASICS OF VOCABULARY BuILDING

Most people build their vocabulary by hearing or readin
ultimately the best way to increase your vocabulary,
You should get into the habit of reading publicatio
readers, such as Scientific American, the Economist, a
GRE passages will appear on the computer screen, reading these publications onli

can be especially helpful while you prepare for the GRE. When you come o
ou don't Know and across words

t figure out from the conte
xt, look them up in,
or use a dictionary add-on for your browser or iy

g words in context. Reading is
butitalso takes a great deal of time.
ns that are aimed at weli;éducated
nd the New York Times. Because your
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There are a couple of techniques you can use to quickly build a more robust vocabu-
lary. In your vocabulary journal, you should be noting words in your reading that aren’t
familiar to you. As a mental exercise, generate a list of synonyms and antonyms. By
compiling such lists, you'll be able to build your vocabulary into an organized structure
in your head. It will also be easier to assimilate new words into your active vocabulary if
you can easily relate them to other words (e.g., synonyms and antonyms). For example,
if you know what progressive means, you'll understand regressive immediately if you
think of it as the antonym of progressive. Making these kinds of cognitive connections
will go a long way toward stockpiling your vocabulary vault.

One final study exercise for vocabulary building is to practice using each unfamiliar
word in a sentence. This will help you to internalize the word and its meaning because
you'll be using it in context.

We'll be going over some of these concepts in more detail later in this chapter, but for
now you should be aware of the following tools for vocabulary building while you're
studying for the GRE:

 Record and define unfamiliar words.
» Generate synonyms and antonyms.
« Put unfamiliar words in context by using them in sentences.

WORD GROUPS

The GRE does not test whether you know exactly what a particular word means. If
you have only an idea of what a word means, you have as good a chance of correctly
answering a question as you would if you knew the precise dictionary definition of
the word. The GRE isn't interested in finding out whether you're a walking dictionary.
While it is helpful to have a broad and diverse (but classically rooted) vocabulary, such
as you would be likely to encounter in a graduate-level degree program, your critical
reasoning skills are more important. Learning words in groups based upon similar
meanings is an excellent way to expand your useful vocabulary. If you have an idea
of what a word means, you can use contextual clues to help nail down the nuance of
the correct answer choice.

Hiady.
e
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The words in the list below all mean nearly the same thing. Some of them are differ-
ent parts of speech, but that's OK. They all have something to do with the concept
of criticism, which often appears on the GRE. The goal is to-be able to identify words

that have similar meaning. -~ :

gmezcamos
aspersion .- . . disparage . pillory

belitle . . excorate .. - ‘rebuke
berate - gansay. . remonstrate

oamny . baangue  reprehend

.- castigate . -impugn . reprove M
decry inveigh -revile

| :defamaﬁon - lambaste tirade
~denounce o o ‘ objurgate vituperate
deride/derisive ~~ *  obloquy S
diatribe opprobrium

On the test, for instance, you might see a Sentence Equivalence question like this one:

Select the two answer choices that, when ins

erted into the sentence, fit the
“ , mean-
::g;am nt;e sentence as a whole and yield complete sentences that are similar in
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You can certainly add to the word lists provided in the appendices to this edition, or
you can start to generate your own. In addition to synonyms and antonyms, you can
also put together lists grouped by etymology, similar meaning, positive and negative
connotations.

USE YOUR THESAURUS

The criticize group is not the only group of synonyms whose members appear fre-
quently on the GRE. There are plenty of others. And lists of synonyms are much easier to
learn than many words in isolation. Learn them with a thesaurus. Make synonym index
cards based on the common groups of GRE words and peruse those lists periodically.

If you think this suggestion might be fallacious, consider the following: the words in
the following list all have something to do with the concept of falsehood. Their precise
meanings vary: erroneous means “incorrect,” whereas mendacious means “lying.” But the
majority of test questions won't require you to know the exact meanings of these
words. You will most likely get the question right if you simply know that these words
have something to do with the concept of falsehood. If you do have to differentiate
between different shades of meaning, that’s where contextual clues will help you out.

FALSEHOOD
apocryphal erroneous perfidy
canard ersatz prevaricate
chicanery fallacious specious
dissemble feigned spurious
duplicity guile
equivocate mendacious/mendacity

Consider this Text Completion question:

Though he was proneto ________, the corrupt executive was still capable of
moments of honesty.

@ displeasure
mendacity
© failure
@ levity
(® histrionics -
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You might not know the exact denotation of mendacity, but, because you studied
word groups, you'll know that it has the connotation of “false,” which will be enough
to get the question right. Additionally, you'll be able to intuit the fact the answer is
going to have to have the opposite meaning of “honesty,” if you recognize that the
word “though” is signaling that the answer will be contrasted with “honesty.” Addi-
tionally, even if you have no clue what mendacity means, you can still eliminate all the
other answers as incorrect.

GREEK AND LATIN ROOTS

Because GRE words are so heavily drawn from Latin and Greek origins, learning roots
can be extremely useful, both in deciphering words with obscure meanings and in

guessing intelligently. Studying Latin and Greek roots can allow you to figure out the
definitions of words you've never even seen before!

You'll learn more words in less time if you learn them in groups. Once you know that
the root PLAC means “to please,” you have a hook for remembering the meanings of
several words: placate, implacable, placid, placebo, and complacent.

Sometimes you can use roots to figure out the meaning of an unfamiliar word. Sup-
pose, for example, you come across the word circumnavigate and don't know what
it means. If you know that the root CIRCUM means “around” and that the root NAV
means “ship, sail,” then you can guess that circumnavigate means “to sail around,” as in
“circumnavigate the globe.” Once you've learned the root, you will be able to rec<')gnize
the meanings of other words with that root, such as circumvent or circuitous

Consider the word Panoptic. It comes from the Greek PAN, mea
meaning “to see/observe.” If you put it all together, you

s:ver::thmg t:/iSlbIe in one view.” If you know that, you have an advantage in decon
fucting other words that incorporate simil i -
ar constituent parts. You'll have an easi
- . . sier
time parsing language with words like Panacea, optician, and pandemonium

ning “all,” and OPTIC,
Il arrive at a definition like
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Example: The word venal. The root VEN/VENT means “to come” or “to move
toward.” But venal means “corrupt or capable of being bought.” Adventure,
convene, event, avenue, advent, and circumvent clearly spring from the root
meaning. Venal is a bit of a stretch.

Example: The word pediatrician has PED for a root. PED has to do with the foot.
But a pediatrician is a children’s doctor. A podiatrist is a foot doctor. It turns out
that PED in regards to feet is a Latin root but PED in regards to children is a Greek
root.

The good news is that these aberrations are precisely that: exceptions that prove the
rule. More often than not, you should be able to use etymology to your advantage.

WORDS IN CONTEXT

Learning words in context is one of the best ways for the brain to retain word meanings.
In GRE Resources at the back of this book, we've not only listed the top 200 GRE words
with their definitions, but we've also used all of these words in context to help you to
remember them. After all, the test is trying to measure how well prepared applicants
are for graduate-level academic study. Most graduate students spend much of their
time deciphering dense, high-level writing. Given that, your best bet is to read material
written for an educated audience and written at the graduate level.

As mentioned above, reading is ultimately the best way to increase your vocabulary,
although it also takes the most time. Of course, some types of reading material con-
tain more GRE vocabulary words than others. You should get into the habit of reading
publications written in a sophisticated register with dense prose, such as the Wall Street
Journal and the New York Times. And because you'll have to read from the computer
screen on test day, Kaplan recommends that you start reading these publications online,
if possible. You might as well start getting accustomed to reading in the testing mode.

This is also a good place to incorporate a technique mentioned earlier: composing
practice sentences using the words you're studying. This will ingrain the words in your
mind by situating them within a meaningful context.

PARTS OF SPEECH

The GRE never directly tests your ability to classify words by part of speech, but you
will get a higher score on test day if you can distinguish nouns, adverbs, adjectives,
and verbs. If you know how an answer choice must fit into a sentence, you'll be bet-
ter equipped to narrow down the possible answer choices. Use your understanding of
grammar and syntax to help you arrive at the correct answer.
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Words with Muttiple Meanings
Remember that words can have more than one meaning, and they can also function as

more than one part of speech. Here's a single word used as a'noun, adjective, and verb:

‘ ,A§,tt1e test tube (_ested overnight, some precipitate formed. (noun)
. Itwouldbe better to proceed with caution than to take precipitate action. (adjective)
... Passage of the resolution could well precipitate rebellion. (verb)

The reason you should care about being able to identify the part of speech of a word
Is that it can help you on the test. if you're able to identify parts of speech, as well as
the spelling changes words undergo when they function as a different part of speech,
you'll have one more weapon in your arsenal for attacking Sentence Equivalence and
Text Completion questions. In those question types, if you know that the correct answer

choice must function as a verb, then you can cross off choices that can only function
as nouns, for example, o

A noun names a person, place, or thing and answers the questions “Who?” “Where?”

or “What?” A noun can function as the subi
‘ 4 ject (“The eulogy was el " 1
of a verb (“He wrote an eloquent eulogy”). = TS Coquent) or object

If you know the meaning of a word | i ‘
| , you can tell if it inki
way it would be used In a sentence. | 8 a noun by thmkmg vat‘)our_t the
-» If the word can function as the subject of a sentei;t;é,'> it
| * Ifitcanbe réplaced by a nominative pronoun (he, she,
7 :you can put the word g, an, or the in front of it, it's
* you don't know the meaning of a word. but i i | |

o s oty gc , but it hgs one of th;e’fdllowing suffixes,

's‘a noun.

it; or they), it's a noun.
a noun.
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Adjectives

An adjective describes a noun, answering the questions “What kind?” “Which one?”
or “How many?” In a sentence, you will generally find adjectives right in front of the
nouns they describe (“The book is full of sophomoric humor.”) or after a form of the
verb to be or some other verb that links subject and adjective (“The book’s humor is
sophomoric.").

If you know the meaning of a word, you can tell if it's an adjective by thinking about
the way the word would be used in a sentence. If the word can be used to describe a
noun, it's an adjective. Some adjectives have comparative and superlative forms (for
example, rife, rifer, and rifest; sanguine, more sanguine, and most sanguine). You should
also be able to identify adverbs, which function in the same way as adjectives except
that they describe verbs, adjectives, whole sentences, or other adverbs. Most adjectives
can be turned into adverbs by adding -ly (harshly).

If you don’t know the meaning of a word, but it has one of the following suffixes, then
it's probably an adjective.

-ABLE -OUsS -ISH
-AL -FUL -IVE
-ANE -IBLE -LESS
-ANT -IC -OSE
-AR -ILE

-ENT -INE

Verbs

A verb is a word that represents an action, state, or relationship between two or more
things. Every sentence must have at least one verb. The main verb usually comes right
after the subject (“They squander their fortunes”), but sometimes it is separated from
the subject (“The contestant with the second highest vote total wins the consolation
prize.”), and sometimes it even precedes the subject (“Quickly flow the years").

If you don't know the meaning of a word, but it has one of the following suffixes, then
it’s probably a verb.

-EN -IFY

-ESCE -IZE
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ANOMALY

EQUIVOCAL

LuCIiD

PRECIPITATE

ABSTAIN

AUDACIOUS
DESICCATE

GULLIBLE
LAUDABLE
PEDANT
VACILLATE

THE TEST MAKER’S FAVORITE GRE WORDS
The research team at Kaplan keeps tabs on GRE vocabulary words and determines
which words appear more frequently than others. The following words all turn up time
and again on the GRE, so it makes sense to memorize these words if you don't already
know them. Of course, some words appear on the GRE more frequently than others.

The top 12 words on the GRE are these:

ASSUAGE
ERUDITE
OPAQUE
PRODIGAL

The next 20 most popular words are these:

ADULTERATE
CAPRICIOUS
ENGENDER
HOMOGENOUS
LOQUACIOUS
PRAGMATIC
VOLATILE

ENIGMA
FERVID
PLACATE
ZEAL

APATHY
CORROBORATE
EPHEMERAL
LACONIC
MITIGATE
PROPRIETY

The Top GRE Words in Context section at the end of this book reviews these and 150

other top GRE words. Make sure you spend the time to get to know these words. At
least some of them are bound to appear on the GRE you take. .

empirical (j)
that often (ii)
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VOCABULARY CONCEPTS PRACTICE SET

Directions: For each sentence below, choose one word for each blank. Select the word
or words that best fit(s) the meaning of the sentence as a whole.

1. Historical biographies are not merely restricted to objective assessments and
. There is an inherently subjective aspect to the genre

the biographer’s claim to objective neutrality.

Blank (i) Blank (ii)
A reminiscences D disparages
B data E belies
C speculations F  bolsters

. The aging engineer found it strange that the (i)

etching process she

studied as a student of technology was still considered (ii) — today.
Blank (i) Blank (ii)
A porous D antiquated
B innovative E translucent
C implausible F  novel

. Auctions have a (i)

rarest ones when (ii)
there are (iii)

reputation. The most high-profile sales are the
prices are achieved for unique items; however,
occasions when items are sold well below their

estimates and buyers get great bargains.

Blank (i)

Blank (ii) Blank (iii)

A  prestigious

D incongruous G somber

B infamous

E unprecedented| [H myriad

C contradictory F  pretentious I quixotic
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Directions: For each of the following questions, chaose twe of the-answer choices
below that, when used to complete the sentence, produce two completed sentences
that are similar in meanlng :

as a result of their

4. Celebrities often make themselves the sub;ect of
' behavior in publie “

o SONP

[B] derision
[€ provocation § o
O calumny A
[E commendation =

[F] prestige

5. Though the scientist was cognizant of the fact that such vicissitudes were
to the field of quantum mechanics, she was not discouraged.

[A] salient

salubrious

[€] inherent

[O] helpful

(€] opprobrious

(] endemic .

in the

. it . \ehlch renders them mcomparable.

. propriety
nuance

(0] differentials
(] variance
(] justification

N e

Part Two: Verbal Reasoning
Verbal Foundations and Content Review

VOCABULARY CONCEPTS PRACTICE SET
ANSWERS AND EXPLANATIONS

1. B,E

A key phrase in the first sentence is “objective assessments,” and the missing word par-
allels this phrase—this missing word is connected to “objective assessments” with the
conjunction “and.”

Neither reminiscences (A) nor speculations (C) correlates with “objective assessments” as
well as data (B) does. Both reminiscences and speculations are subjective in nature, whereas
“objective assessments” and data concern dispassionate evaluation of facts.

Paraphrase the second complex sentence to predict the correct answer: “There is a subjec-
tive aspect that their claim to objectivity.” A good prediction is “denies.” Choice
(E), belies, means “to contradict,” so it's the correct answer. Choices (D) and (F), dispar-
ages and bolsters, have different connotations that are either too negative or too positive,
respectively, for the context of this sentence, so they're incorrect.

2, B,F

An engineer would not have studied a (A) porous (full of holes) or (C) implausible (difficult to
believe) etching process, so the answer for the first blank can only be (B), innovative. While
the word strange might at first indicate a direct contrast between the two blanks, such as
(D), antiquated, an aging engineer would actually not find it strange if the etching process
she studied as a student was currently considered antiquated. She would, however, find (F),
novel, quite strange. If the technique was revolutionary quite some time ago, the engineer
would be surpnsed that it was still currently novel.

3. G,EH

The first sentence doesn’t have enough information in it for you to fill in the first blank,
so you have to go to the second sentence for clues. Fortunately, it includes a detour road
sign (“however”) that contrasts “rare” auctions where unique items sell for a certain price
with auctions whose items sell for less than anticipated. The word in the first blank that
best characterizes these dissimilar auctions is choice (C), contradictory. Choices (A) and (B),

prestigious and infamous, would not capture this contrast.

For the second blank, you can paraphrase in order to predict the blank: “There are rare
auctions where ‘high’ prices are paid for unique items, but at other auctions, items sell for
below their estimate.” If you scan the answer choices, none of the words means exactly that,
but (E), unprecedented, “like nothing that has come before,” best completes the meaning of
the sentence: A high price for a unique item isn't necessarily (D), incongruous (“incompat-
ible”), or (F), pretentious ("pompous‘%, because at Ieast one person—-—the buyer—thought
Meitemwesworthwhathepald eI L £ SR
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